HIS  RELATION  TO  ART

They balance ranks, colors, races, creeds, and the sexes;

They do not seek beauty, they are sought;

Forever touching them or close upon them follows beauty,

longing, fain, love-sick.
They prepare for death, yet are they not the finish, but

rather the outset,
They bring none to his or her terminus or to be contented

and full,
Whom they take they take into space to behold the birth

of stars, to learn one of the meanings,
To launch off with absolute faith, to sweep through the

ceaseless rings and never be quiet again.

"Of these States the poet is the equable man,

Not in him but off from him things are grotesque, eccen-
tric, fail of their full returns,

Nothing out of its place is good, nothing in its place is bad,

He bestows on every object or quality its fit proportion,
neither more nor less,

He is the arbiter of the diverse, he is the key,

He is the equalizer of his age and land,

He supplies what wants supplying, he checks what wants
checking,

In peace out of him speaks the spirit of peace, large, rich,
thrifty, building populous towns, encouraging
agriculture, arts, commerce, lighting the study of
man, the soul, health, immortality, government,

In war he is the best backer of the war, he fetches artillery
as good as the engineer's, he can make every word
he speaks draw blood,
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